Abe Hoffman The End of the War in Europe

The End of the Wan Europe

It was a grand day: May 8, 1945. The war in Eunaps officially over. Tom
Henderson and I, both lieutenants, were on a ‘&tegl” motorcycle slowly cruising
around the airfield at Erfurt in East Germany, naing the enemy aircraft flying in to
escape the Soviets in the east. One after the,dbi®gyrwould land, taxi up to a group of
American officers, exit their plane, and hand aveir side-arms. After a stiff salute,
they were led into captivity as prisoners of war.

It was ironic that we happened to be in Erfurt at'eend. Erfurt was the home
of Topf & Sons, who supplied gas chambers and cieméurnaces for the Nazi death
camps at Auschwitz and Birkenau.

| was part of an Air Service Group whose missios teasupport the 10
Reconnaissance Group by supplying transport, méchardnance, etc. The did
photo reconnaissance for General Patton’s ThirdyAiive were stationed at an airfield
at Doncourt, France, about 12 miles west of Metr rzear enough to the Battle of the
Bulge to hear the atrtillery fire in the north.

In the latter part of December 1944, troops ofthad Army came through the
village of Doncourt in the dead of night in a loc@nvoy of open trucks, sitting huddled
in the dark sleeting icy rain. They were ridingthaio reach their jump-off point and
immediately go in battle to relieve our men surmbech by the Germans at Bastogne.

The 1" Photo Recon Group had P-38 and P-51 planes fismttagn mission but

were also trained as air fighters and in grounaicittThe sun shone for the first time in
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the battle on the day after Christmas in 1944,@andighters were effective in pounding
the German positions. The enemy was defeated anfdrid&s began an advance deep
into Germany.

Our Group entered Germany on March 27, 1945, shgpgt Trier (Treves) and
continuing through a sea of white flags hangingnfreindows in one village after
another. On April 12, 1945, we were encamped ah¥jan the Rhine, when our lunch
mess was interrupted by the solemn announcemétiesfdent Roosevelt's death. Our
ultimate destination was the airfield at Furth,midaremberg, where forward elements of
our headquarters had arrived on May 1, 1945. Weeakisoon after and quickly settled
in. Soon we were being assisted in daily detdil§eby displaced persons (DPs) and
German civilians.

The big concern for us now was the progress ofvduein the Pacific, because we
were facing the possibility of transfer to bolstesit ongoing conflict. But the major part
of the summer passed uneventfully. | was ableate a Riviera vacation at the
Martinez Hotel in Cannes. The beach and surrogndauntryside were rewarding, and |
came back refreshed -- although our plane hadiaudiftime climbing the Alps in fog
on our return trip at night.

On August 2, 1945, | was ordered on temporary tlutpnsbruck, Austria, for
four days of Information and Education (“I and ET)was sent there to learn how our
erstwhile allies, the Soviets, were now behavingiypand bring back the message to our
Group. When | returned to Furth, | learned thath®. Army Air Force had a new
device that could deliver the power of a 20,000komb and had been successful in

dropping it on Hiroshima, inflicting some 80,00Gsualties. On August 15, the Emperor
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of Japan broadcast his decision to surrender. Adws was an occasion for a boisterous
celebration by many of us, who were otherwise destio participate in a planned

invasion of Japan in November of 1945.

Abe

The War 1s Over!



